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Abstract. A subadult individual of Crocidura leucodon was captured in an unusual habitat at the locality
Milacik, Kremnické Vrchy Mts. (central Slovakia), geomorphologically belonging to the West Carpathians.
The site does not correspond to habitat preferences of the species, since the locality is situated in an ex-
tensive fir-beech forest complex at the altitude of 850 m a. s. 1. The distance to the continuous unforested
area is around 5 km. In Slovakia, the species has not been found in a similar habitat before.
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The bicoloured white-toothed shrew, Crocidura leucodon (Hermann, 1870) is distributed in the central
and southern parts of Europe as well as in the Palaearctic part of Asia, from 5° W to 55° E and from 35° to
53° N (MrtcHELL-JoNES et al. 1999). C. leucodon inhabits mainly open country, particularly in agricultural
landscapes, at the northern edge of its range it tends to associate with urban areas (MITCHELL-JONES et al.
1999). In central Europe, the species occurs in lowland and hilly areas, prefers mainly warm and dry sites
of steppe and forest-steppe character, and avoids continuous forest complexes (FERIANCOVA-MASAROVA
& HanAk 1965, SLADEK & Mo3ansky 1985, ANDERA & HORACEK 2005).

A subadult individual of C. leucodon was captured in an unusual habitat at the locality Mlacik, Kremnické
Vrchy Mts. (central Slovakia), geomorphologically belonging to the West Carpathians, on 26 October 2007.
The site did not correspond to habitat preferences of the species. The locality is situated in an extensive
fir-beech forest complex at the altitude of 850 m a. s. 1., geographical coordinates 48° 40’ N, 19° 01" E.
The forest stand on the site was composed of beech (Fagus sylvatica — 36%), fir (Abies alba — 34%), ash
(Fraxinus excelsior —20%), maple (Acer pseudoplatanus — 8%) and elm (Ulmus montana —2%). The age
of the canopy was around 100 years. The shrub layer was poorly developed, being composed of natural
regeneration of the parent stand. The composition and density of herbaceous vegetation was variable. The
site typologically belongs to the Abieto-Fagetum forest type group (ZLaTNik 1959). The distance between
the trapping point and the closest ecotone was 60 m (mature forest / clearing with 1-2 m high, dense
young stand). The distance to the closest open habitat (forest tree nursery) was approximately 500 m.
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The distance to the continuous unforested area was around 5 km. The Chmela-type live traps (placed on
a quadrate of 9090 m and spaced by 10 m) were used for capturing small mammals. The traps were
baited with dry cat food granules.

According to ANDERA (2000) and ANDERA & HURKA (1984), C. leucodon inhabits locations from 100 m
up to 1100 m, most often up to 400 m a. s. 1. Mosansky (1980) described its sporadic occurrence at higher
altitudes (up to 1100 m) in a close vicinity of mountain cottages, where it could be brought with foodstuffs
delivery. In recent years, ANDERA (2003) and ZByTOVsKY et al. (2004) referred to expansion of its area in
the Czech Republic from the south and southeast to the northwest. ZByTovsky et al. (2004) mentioned
occurrence of one individual in a spruce forest 50 m from the forest edge in southern Bohemia. The
species has not been found in a similar habitat in Slovakia. BALAZ et al. (2004) mentioned altitudinal
distribution of the species in Slovakia from 100 up to 550 m a. s. 1. (from lowland to submontane levels).
Small mammals of the Kremnické vrchy Mts. were studied by other authors (NEDELIAK 1962, DupicH &
StoLLMANN 1981, DubicH et al. 1982, Dupich 1987). The species has not been recorded in this mountain
range before, however, its occurrence in suitable habitats can be expected.

The occurrence of the species in the unusual habitat may be a result of increasing fragmentation of the
extensive forest complex in recent years. This fact is also documented by the expansion of some typical
ecotone bird species to the area (Oriolus oriolus and Sturnus vulgaris bred at the studied locality only

Obr. 1. Charakter habitatu na lokalite vyskytu bielozubky bielobruche;.
Fig. 1. Habitat at the locality of the bi-coloured white-toothed shrew record.
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in the last two years). However, accidental occurrence of C. leucodon at the site cannot be excluded, for
instance related to game feeding.

SUHRN

V oktobri 2007 bol pocas pravidelného odchytu drobnych zemnych cicavcov na hranici NPR Mlacik
v Kremnickych vrchoch (stredné Slovensko) odchyteny subadultny jedinec bielozubky bielobruche;j
(Crocidura leucodon). Biotop nezodpovedal ekologickym narokom druhu a v literatire z izemia CR
a Slovenska nie je znamy podobny vyskyt. Lokalita sa nachadza v nadmorskej vyske 850 m, biotop
predstavuje porast vo veku priblizne 100 rokov, tvoreny najmé bukom, jedl'ou a jasefiom. Nachadza sa
uprostred rozsiahleho lesného komplexu, priblizne 5 km od jeho okraja. Vo vzdialenosti 60 m od miesta
odchytu sa nachadza ribanisko s hustym novozalozenym lesnym porastom a 500 m lesna skolka. Vyskyt
moze suvisiet’ s fragmentaciou lesov v danej oblasti.
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