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THE ISLAMIC SILVER COIN-HOARD
FROM WISCHENDORF (WISMAR)

JARMILA STEPKOVA, Praha

In 1960 the National Museum in Prague acquired a find of
dirhams and their fragments unearthed incidentally by the finder
lifting potatoes in a field not far from Wischendorf, near Vismar,
in 1941. The clay-bowl containing the coins, having been smashed,
was left on the spot, the silver coins and their fragments collected
with due care and preserved in their original condition till handed
over to the National Museum. Some coins were coated by verdi-
gris but the layer was not thick enough to get the coins stuck
together, some not even touched by verdigris had their relief-
lettering covered by a thin layer of clay. In all there were 156
pieces, dirhams and their fragments, the number comprising 21
whole coins and 60 halves, of the remaining 75 fragments two
being parts of the same single coin.?)

For the greater part the edges of the dirham-fragments of
the Wischendorf find show traces. of breaking, but the dirham-
halves seem to have been divided mostly by cutting. Some coins
have their edges nicked as the quality of the metal was proved
without debasing the coin as a whole. With a few exceptions the
dirhams and their fragments are distinguished by their clear-cut
and outstanding minting and lettering. The greatest circulation-
wear and tear show the most recent dirhams of the type carrying
two marginal legends, which is the type, introduced by the “Ab-
basid al-Ma’man.
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The specimens of the Wischendorf hoard having been de-

termined and systematically classified their contents can be fixed
as follows:
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Sia staimia nis:

Husraw II (590—628 A. D.)

. Drachm of the type Paruck no 488, p. 387, but the mint-

signature DA?) from the year 35. Clipped and pierced.
@ 20,4/25,3 mm. W 2,3114 g%)

. Fragment of a drachm, mint-signature AB*) from the year 31.

W 2,3935 g

. Unassigned fragment of a drachm, most probably by the

same ruler as No. 2. Much worn.
W 1,5910 g
IEsklfarmiitcs
A: Arab-sasanian:

‘Abdallah b. az-Zubair, rival Caliph (61—73 A. H./680—

692 A. D.)
. Very much clipped dirham, mint-signature DA,’) the date
eut off.
W 1,7096 g
B Ll mayyaids:’)
Dimask
year 111 H

. Fragment of a dirham with the mint-name cut off.”) Type

Walker BMC 1I, 388a p. 149.

W 11197 g
Sabur
year 93 H
. Fragment (half) of a dirham. Type Walker BMC 1I, 417 p. 157.
W 1,6730 g
Nahr Tira
year 94 H
. Fragment (half) of a dirham. Type Walker BMC II, P 106,
pied87:
W 11,5377 g
year 96 H
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14.

15:

16
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18.

19

Fragment (half) of a dirham.Type Walker BMC 11, 513 p. 187.
W 1,1792 g
Wasit
year 9x H
Dirham with a segment broken off, type Walker BMC II, 532
p: 192;

W 2,1492 g
year (9)5 H
Fragment of a dirham,®) type Walker BMC II, 540 p. 193.
W 1,3971 g

year 103—105 H
Fragment of a dirham,’) type Walker BMC II, p. 194—195.
W 1,0922 g
year 107—119 H
Fragment (half) of a dirham,®’) type Walker BMC II, p.
195: £,
W 1,2856 g
yearsliZ3uET
Fragment (half) of a dirham, type Walker BMC 11, 574, p. 198.
W 1,5065 g
year 124 H
Fragment (half) of a dirham, type Walker BMC 11, 576 p. 199.
W 1,3057 g
year (12)6 H
Fragment of a dirham,') type Walker BMC 1I, 579, p. 199.
W 1,6230 g
Fragment of a dirham of the same type and year as the
former (no 15).
W 1,8286 g
date cut off
Dirham with the mint-name al-Wasit clearly legible.!?)

@ 24,8/26 mm W 2,4256 g
No mint-name, date only:
year 94 H
Fragment of a dirham. On the obverse annulets: 0 0 0 0 0
W 1,4090 g
year 106 H
Fragment of a dirham of the same type as the former
(no 18). W 1,7475 g
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22

23.

24.

25

28.

2

28.

G Abbasids?)

As-Saffah (132—136 A. H./749—754 A. D.)

al-Basra
no date
Fragment of a dirham, type BMC I, 3 p. 35.
W 1,2886 g
al-Kifa
year 133 H
Fragment of a dirham,*) type BMC I, 6, p. 36.
W 17519 g
year 135 H

Fragment (half) of a dirham, the type is identical with the
former (no. 21)
W 1,3405 g
No mint-name, no date
Fragment of a dirham according to the type is to be con-
sidered as an issue of as-Saffah.

We 07767 &
Al-Mansir (136—158 A. H./754—775 A. D.)
al-Basra
year 140 H
Fragment (half) of a dirham,'®) type BMC I, 36 p. 42.
W. 1.5308 g
year 141 H
Dirham, type BMC I, 37, p. 42.
@ 25,6/25,9 mm W 2,9209 g

Fragment (half) of a dirham. Date and mint-name cut off.
According to the type an issue of al-Basra from the years
139—143.19)
W 14732 g
year 145 H
Fragment of a dirham. The mint-name cut off. Type identical
with the issue of al-Basra from the year 145 H.'7)

W 1,7705 g
ar-Raiy
year 147 H
Fragment (half) of a dirham, type BMC I 47, p. 44. Pierced.
W 1.3356 g
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30.

Sk

32

38.

34.

35.

36.

87k

38

89

Fragment of a dirham. The mint-name cut off, the type iden-
tical with the precedent issue (no. 28)
W 1,2506 g

The date and the mint-name cut off:

Fragment (half) of a dirham. Type identical with the dir-
hams of ar-Raiy, respectively al-Muhammadiya from the
years 146—148 H.8)
W 1,2787 g

Al-“‘Abbasiya

year 153 H
Dirham with the name . below the reverse area.'?) Type
BMC Add. I, 56 s, p. 43

@ 26,4/26,8 mm W 2,6741 g

the date cut off:

Fragment of a dirham. The name .,; below the legend on
the reverse.?’]) Identical with the type BMC I, 57, p. 45.

W 1,4477 g

Fragment (half) of a dirham of the same type as no. 32.
W 1,4157 g

Fragment (half) of a dirham of the same type as no. 32.
W 1,1989 g

The mint-name and the date cut off:

Fragment of a dirham from the year 1xx H, of the same type
asPneOE3 28
W 1,6681 g
Fragment of a dirham, from the year 1xx H, of the same type
ASENOSNS28 '
W 1,8685 H
Fragment (half) of a dirham of the same type as no. 32.
W 1,2287 g
Al-Kufa
year 147 H
Fragment (half) of a dirham. Type BMC I, 66 p. 47.
W 1,5184 g
The date cut off:
Fragment (half) of a dirham of the same type®') as no. 38.
W 1,6495 g
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