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Abstract. The previously doubtful taxon Serica elongata Nonfried, 1892, originally described
from Honduras, is here redescribed and recognized as a senior synonym of Serica delicata
Dawson, 1922, syn. nov., which was originally described from Florida (U.S.A.). Honduras,
the type locality of S. elongata, is assumed to be erroneous. The synonymy of Serica elongata

with Serica uniformis Nonfried, 1892 is confirmed. Lectotype specimens of both Nonfried’s
taxa, housed at the National Museum of the Czech Republic, Prague, are designated. The
specimens, including their labels, are illustrated and the status of the species is discussed.

Key words. Coleoptera, Scarabacidae, Sericinae, Serica, Stilbolemma, chafers, lectotype
designation, new synonymy, Honduras, Central America

Zoobank: http://zoobank.org/urn:lsid:zoobank.org:pub:B3A4617F-6CE7-4115-8501-F14B6A4BBA1D
© 2025 The Authors. This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0 Licence.

Introduction

In a recent revision of the central American species of
the genus Astaena Erichson, 1847, LaGo (2021) raised
concerns regarding the doubtful identity of Serica elon-
gata Nonfried, 1892, which was described from Honduras
together with Serica uniformis Nonfried, 1892. He sug-
gested that due to the long distance of the hypothetical
type locality from the distribution range of all other North
American Serica Macleay, 1819, this species might be a
member of the genus Astaena. During our (TLP & DA)
research for a monograph on the South American species
of Astaena, we visited several European museums in search
of unidentified material, including the National Museum of
the Czech Republic, Prague, which is known to house type
material of some of Nonfried’s taxa (see BEZDEK & HAJEK
2010a,b). Here, we examined the specimens of Nonfried’s
Serica species, previously examined by Brenske, and we
were able to identify them as syntypes of both doubtful
species: Serica elongata and S. uniformis. We confirm
the synonymy of both species, as established by BRENSKE
(1902), but we have also discovered that S. elongata is
identical with Serica delicata Dawson, 1922 from Florida
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(U.S.A.). Therefore, we also establish a new synonymy
between both above-mentioned species. Given the lack of
a modern revision of the northern and central American
Serica species, we redescribe and illustrate here the type
specimens of both Nonfried’s taxa.

This study is part of a comprehensive revision of the
South American Sericini (see PACHECO et al. 2020, 2021,
2022a,b,c,d, 2023; PACHECO & AHRENS 2023).

Material and methods

Data from specimens examined are cited in the text
with original label contents given in quotation marks,
multiple labels are separated by a ‘/’. Measurements refer
to the maximum extension of the specimen or the named
structure. Genitalia and habitus of type specimens were
photographed using a Leica M 125 stereomicroscope with
a Leica DC420C digital camera. Image stacking used the
Automontage software as implemented in Leica Applicati-
on Suite (v.3.3.0). The resulting images were subsequently
digitally edited to eliminate the background in Adobe
Photoshop CS3.
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The material examined is deposited in the collection
of the National Museum of the Czech Republic, Prague
(NMPC).

Taxonomy

Serica elongata Nonfried, 1892
(Figs 1-2)
Serica elongata Nonfried, 1892: 261; BRENSKE (1902: 35); LaGo (2021:
209).
Serica uniformis Nonfried, 1892: 260; synonymized by BRENSKE (1902:
35).
Serica delicata Dawson, 1922: 161, syn. nov.

Type material. Serica elongata. LECTOTYPE: & (here designated; Figs
1A-F, I, 2A), labelled: “Coll. Nonfried Honduras / Brsk. vid. £/ Serica
elongata” (NMPC).

Serica uniformis. LECTOTYPE: ¢ (here designated; Figs 1G-H, J, 2B),
labelled: “Coll. Nonfried Honduras / Brsk. vid. ¢ / Serica uniformis”
(NMPC).

Redescription (male, lectotype of S. elongata). Length:
6.9 mm, length of elytra: 5.0 mm, width: 3.6 mm. Body
oblong, dark reddish brown, antenna yellow, dorsal sur-
face dull and densely setose on head, otherwise almost
glabrous.

Labroclypeus subtrapezoidal and wide, widest at base,
lateral margins straight and strongly convergent to weakly
rounded anterior angles, lateral margin and ocular canthus
producing a distinct blunt angle, margins weakly reflexed,
anterior margin distinctly emarginate medially; surface
weakly convex medially and moderately shiny, coarsely
and densely punctate, distance between punctures less than
their diameter, with a few short setae anteriorly; fronto-
clypeal suture indistinctly incised and medially curved;
smooth area in front of eye 2.5 times as wide as long;
ocular canthus long and slender, impunctate (1/3 of ocular
diameter), without terminal seta. Frons dull, with fine and
dense punctures, almost glabrous, with single and short
seta anteriorly beside each eye. Eyes moderately large,
ratio of diameter / interocular width: 0.69. Antenna yellow,
with nine antennomeres; club with three thick lamellae,
1.2 times as long as remaining antennomeres combined.
Mentum convexly elevated anteriorly.

Pronotum moderately wide, widest at base, lateral
margins in basal half straight and weakly narrowed
anteriorly, in anterior half weakly convex and more
strongly convergent, anterior angles weakly produced and
rectangular, posterior angles blunt and weakly rounded at
tip, anterior margin weakly convexly produced medially,
with fine but distinct marginal line, basal margin without
marginal line; surface with dense and robust punctures,
with microscopic setae in punctures only; anterior and
lateral margins sparsely setose; hypomeron distinctly
carinate at base, but not produced ventrally. Scutellum
moderately narrow and long, sharp at apex, with evenly
scattered, robust, and dense punctures, with microscopic
setae in punctures.

Elytra narrow and oblong, widest in posterior quarter,
striac distinctly impressed and finely and densely punc-
tate, intervals convex and moderately densely punctate,
punctures concentrated along striae, glabrous, penultimate

interval with some single fine setae; epipleural margin
robust, ending at strongly curved external apical angle of
elytra, epipleura sparsely setose, apical border chitinous,
without rim of short microtrichomes.

Ventral surface dull, with large and dense punctures,
sparsely and shortly setose, setac partly adpressed. Me-
tacoxa glabrous, laterally with a few fine setae. Each ab-
dominal ventrite with indistinct transversal row of coarse
punctures bearing short setae between fine and moderately
dense punctation. Mesoventrite between mesocoxae almost
half as wide as mesofemur, with irregularly scattered fine
setae. Ratio of length of metepisternum / metacoxa: 1/1.3.
Pygidium weakly convex, coarsely and densely punctate,
without smooth mid-line, glabrous, with a few short setae
at apex.

Legs slender and with shiny surface; femora with
two longitudinal rows of setae, finely and moderately
densely punctate; metafemur ventrally dull, sharply
margined anteriorly and without submarginal serrated
line, posterior ventral margin straight, with a few strong
setae basally, only weakly widened externally and not
serrated in apical half. Metatibia moderately slender and
long, widest at apex, ratio width / length: 1/ 3.4, dorsal
margin moderately carinate, with two groups of spines,
basal group of spines at basal quarter, apical one at two
thirds of metatibial length, basally with a few single fine
spines in punctures; lateral face almost flat, with a few
coarse punctures; ventral margin finely serrated, with
four fine, equidistant spines, medial face very sparsely
punctate, apex interiorly near tarsal articulation concave.
Tarsomeres dorsally robustly but not densely impunctate,
ventrally with sparse, short setae; metatarsomeres dorsal-
ly without longitudinal impressions, ventrally glabrous
and with strongly serrated ridge, with subventral, longi-
tudinal carina immediately beside it, first metatarsomere
little longer than subsequent tarsomere and slightly longer
than dorsal tibial spur. Protibia moderately long, biden-
tate, protarsal claws symmetrical, basal tooth of inner
protarsal claw apically bluntly truncated.

Aedeagus: Figs 1A-D. Habitus: Figs 1E-J.

Variation. Female (lectotype of S. uniformis): Length:
8.0 mm, length of elytra: 5.9 mm, width: 4.1 mm. Anten-
nal club distinctly shorter than remaining antennomeres
combined, eyes smaller, ratio of diameter / interocular
width: 0.55.
Comments to classification. Since NONFRIED’s (1892)
original description of both taxa did not include infor-
mation on how many specimens the description was
based, we designated here a lectotype for Serica elongata
Nonfried, 1892 and Serica uniformis Nonfried, 1892
from the only available single specimen for each taxon.
Based on our examination, these two specimens represent
different sexes of the same species: S. elongata is a male,
S. uniformis is a female. Serica elongata Nonfried, 1892
is synonymous with Serica delicata Dawson, 1922, syn.
nov., from Florida. The male genitalia of both taxa are
perfectly identical in shape of parameres and phallobase.
The name Serica elongata Nonfried has priority over
Dawson’s name.
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Discussion

Since Serica elongata Nonfried, 1892 was recognized
as synonymous with Serica delicata Dawson, 1922 from
Florida, we assume that the locality labels of Serica elon-
gata and of S. uniformis are erroneous, although there
is a small chance that the specimens were accidentally
transported from Florida to Honduras. The occurrence of

erroneous locality labels is not uncommon, and it has been
reported several times among Sericini (e.g., AHRENS 2000,
2003, 2004a,b,c; AHRENS & FABRIZI1 2016). Serica delicata
occurs in coastal areas of Florida, but there are also isolated
records from Georgia and South Carolina.

The North American Serica species form a monophy-
letic lineage according to EBERLE et al. (2017) for which a

Fig. 1. Lectotypes of Serica elongata Nonfried, 1892 (A-F, I) and Serica uniformis Nonfried, 1892 (G, H, J). A — aedeagus, left side lateral view. B
— aedeagus, dorsal view. C — parameres, dorsal view. D — aedeagus, right side lateral view. E, G — habitus, dorsal view. F, H — habitus, lateral view. I,
J — head and pronotum, dorsal view. Scale bars = 0.5 mm. E-H not to scale.
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Fig. 2. Labels. A — lectotype of Serica elongata Nonfried, 1892, B — lectotype of Serica uniformis Nonfried, 1892.

genus group name is available, which could be applicable
as a subgenus: Stilbolemma Harris, 1826 (AHRENS 2007).
However, this group needs comprehensive, modern taxo-
nomic revision. The best approach would probably be to
update the generic classification with a better molecular
phylogeny of Sericini, as many of the large genera are still
polyphyletic, the branch support of many nodes is weak
due to the limited amount of DNA data (EBERLE et al. 2017)
and sampling with phylogenomic data is still quite limited
(DIETZ et al. 2023).
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